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    DATES TO REMEMBER                     
Dec. 3 thru 6 – PTA Holiday Shop 
Dec. 11 – Limo Lunch Bunch for top selling 
                 Students 
Dec. 12 – Choir Concert at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 12 – Domino’s Pizza served for lunch  
Dec. 14 – PTA Ugly Sweater Day-$1.00  
                Donation for Scholarship  
                Fundraiser 
Dec. 19 – 4th Gr. CAPSTONE - 10:15 to  
                 11:15 a.m. 
Dec. 19 – 2nd Gr. CAPSTONE - 1:00 to 2:00  
                 p.m. 
Dec. 21 – NO SCHOOL for Students- End of 
                 Marking Period 
 

Empower, Inspire, Lead 
Our Mission: To empower and inspire  
a community of lifelong learners and 

leaders.                                        

Dear Parents, 

We were thrilled to honor our veterans on 
Monday, November 11th during our Annual 
Veterans Day Programs. From our staff 
decorating the inside and outside of the 
building and bringing snacks and 
refreshments for the veterans, our guest 
speakers and to the  American Legion Post 
572 and 703 for Posting of the Colors, Ms. 
Miller and Mrs. Williams leading all of our 
learners in patriotic songs, to the pride our 
children had in the veterans who attended! 
 What a wonderful tribute to those who 
displayed the ultimate American PRIDE! 
We are so thankful to those who love our 
country and had the willingness to serve 
and sacrifice for the common good!  
  
As we are rolling through the 2nd grading 
period, two important things come to mind. 
First, timely and regular attendance is so 
essential for your child’s success. Please be 
reminded that learners are admitted to 
school at 9:10 am, are released to their 
classroom at 9:15 am each morning, with 
school beginning at 9:15 AM. Students 
entering the building after 9:20 am are 
tardy. When a child is tardy, he faces the 
challenge of trying to settle in and catch up 
with what other students are doing. In 
addition, being on time to school is part of 
the preparation of the world outside of 
school.  
  

Ways to Prevent Tardiness (by Leila 
Norman) 

  
Have your child set out her clothes for the 
next day the night before. Her backpack 
should contain all her books, supplies and 
homework she will need for the next day. 
Get all of the supplies and equipment 
needed for after-school practices and 
activities ready. Have your son make his 
lunch if he brings it, and ensure he is in 
bed at a reasonable hour. Set the alarm 10 
or 15 minutes earlier than absolutely 
necessary to ensure your child has enough 

time to get to school before the tardy bell 
rings.  
  
A second thing that comes to mind is the 
return of the cold weather. Please be 
mindful that students go outside for recess, 
as long as the temperature is 20°F or 
warmer, including wind chill. It is essential 
that your child is appropriately dressed for 
the weather - warm coat, hat, gloves, and 
boots. We already have quite a few items 
in our Lost and Found. Please label every 
item your child has with their name - it 
really helps in finding lost items!  
  
We have been updating information on our 
website.  We would like to gather your 
input regarding our website.  Please take 
our survey so that it can reflect what you 
need and think is important.  The survey 
can be found at this link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/378XR
Y3 
 
Please return the Title I Compact that was 
sent home.  We need each student and 
parent to sign the compact and return it to 
school.  The compact is a promise that each 
child, parent, and teacher share so that 
optimal teaching and learning can occur.  
We thank you for partnering with us in 
your child’s education. 
  

Please read the following information 
regarding a drug education program that is 
being implemented at all PCSD schools 
this year. 

A Grant from Cuyahoga County brings 
drug prevention education program to the 
Parma Schools. Drug prevention education 
has always been an important part of 
keeping students and families safe. With 
many families, neighborhoods, 
and communities affected by the opioid 
crisis nationwide, local governments 
and school districts are stepping up 
drug education 



Administration 

Charles Smialek, Ph.D., Superintendent 
Sean Nuccio, Treasurer/CFO 

Stephanie Boka, Principal 
Emily McKim, Assistant Principal 

 

PLEASANT VALLEY 
 ELEMENTARY AND STEM 

PROGRAM 
9906 Pleasant Valley Road 

Parma, OH 44130 
440-885-2380 

 

      
November 30, 2018 

 
 

 

“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it”. –William Arthur Ward 
 

prevention programs. Locally, the 
opioid crisis numbers do not lie. According 
to the Cuyahoga County Opiate Task 
Force, the number of deaths related to 
prescription drug abuse rose 500% from 
1999 to 2013. Additionally, there have 
been 800 more fentanyl-related deaths 
in Cuyahoga County in the past two years 
that have occurred over the last decade. In 
2017, there were 727 opioid-related deaths 
in the county. To stop this epidemic, 
Cuyahoga County Council is teaming up 
with local school districts to provide more 
drug prevention education opportunities 
through a program called “Brain 
Power”. One of the primary focus points is 
giving students at all age levels knowledge 
of not only illegal drugs but also 
prescription and legally 
obtained medication and what they can do. 
”Brain Power", completely funded in the 
PCSD through a $40,000 grant provided by 
Cuyahoga County, will educate students 
across all grade levels about the dangers of 
opioids and other drugs. Information is 
provided through Drug Awareness and 
Prevention, Inc., with resources provided 
by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
the National Institutes of Health and the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Resources. “It’s a multi-level crisis,” said 
Scott Tuma, District 4 representative to 
Cuyahoga County Council. “It involves 
law enforcement, it involves medical Age-
appropriate lessons that will be provided in 
a number of ways over the course of the 
year, with one goal in mind - provide  
accurate information and education for 
students to stop the opioid crisis. This 
recommendation came from the Cuyahoga 
County Medical Examiner, Thomas P. 
Gilson, MD, who brought his ideas forward 
to County Council. “He (Gilson) said that 
not only do we have to educate our 
older children, but we have to educate our 
young children." “The idea is to reach 
young children, continue with this 
program, and make it part of their daily 

existence at school as part of 
the curriculum. Understanding that there 
are good drugs, there are bad drugs, what 
the effects of these drugs do to your body 
and how to avoid getting involved with 
drugs in the first place. It’s really 
about educating the kids in practical 
terms.” Staff including Home Liaisons 
along with Health, Science and English 
Language Arts teachers will present and 
engage the students with the Brain Power 
curriculum. Districtwide, the goal is to 
complete the curriculum by the end of the 
school year. Sustainability is an important 
factor in the program as well. Teachers and 
staff trained in Brain Power will then have 
the knowledge and resources to continue 
the program next school year. Some of the 
subjects include, “The Brain and the 
Nervous System”, “Drugs in the 
Cupboard”, “Legal Doesn’t Mean 
Harmless”, “Drug Abuse and Addiction” 
and “Drug Addiction is a Disease”. 

All students will take a pre-test before the 
lessons begin.  Typically at the K-4 level, 
there will be 3 lessons, and then a post-test 
at the end of the unit.  Please let me know 
if you have any questions. 

 

I can’t thank you all enough for helping to 
make Pleasant Valley the wonderful school 
that it is! It is very evident to us that this is 
only possible with the support of the 
fabulous Pleasant Valley families. Should 
you ever have any questions, concerns, saw 
something on social media of concern, or 
just have a terrific idea you would like to 
share, please send me an email at 
bokas@parmacityschools.org or call the 
main office at 440.883.2480. 
  
Very Sincerely, 
  
Stephanie Boka 
 
                     

P.T.A. GIVING TREE 
Please consider donating a gift to families 
in need throughout our community. The 
Giving Tree is located in our main lobby. 
Simply take an ornament, purchase the 
item that is listed and return the present 
unwrapped with the ornament attached.  
All presents must be returned by December 
7, 2018. Thank you for helping a child 
have a happy holiday season. 
 
FUNDRAISER NEWS 
Once again, we would like to thank 
everyone who participated in our PV Fall 
Fundraiser, it was another great success! 
Congratulations to Alonzo in rm. 123, 
Anastasia in rm. 100, Layla in room 104 
and Anna and Annalise in room 115 who 
were the  top sellers and will get a chance 
in the Money Machine. Congratulations to 
the following students who will be joining 
the Limo Lunch Bunch: Alonzo-rm. 123, 
Anastasia-rm. 100, Fateh-rm. 102, Armani-
rm.103, Donald and Layla-rm. 104, 
Draven-rm. 105, Bianca-rm. 134, Giuliana-
rm. 109, Lilliana and Kaden-rm. 141, Anna 
and Annalise-rm. 115, 
Evelyn-rm. 213, Logan-rm. 203, Willow-
rm. 204, Marko-rm. 207, Tyler-rm. 202, 
and Brea-rm. 205. Our top selling 
classroom was Mrs. Allison who has won 
the pizza party. Other top selling 
classrooms will be receiving an ice cream 
treat, they are: Mrs. Woodworth, Mrs. 
Youngmann/Kordal,  Mrs. Gigliotti, Mrs. 
O’Malley and Mrs. Bammerlin. The 
Kalahari winner will be announced in the 
next PV Star.                                                    
  
 
 


